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Executive Summary
The Public Land Survey of San Luis Obispo County
was conducted to take inventory of and qualify the
public land suitable for agricultural purposes. While
farmers make up a small proportion of the population,
access to publicly owned, agriculturally viable
farmland provides vital opportunities and exciting
new resources for everyone in our community.
As natural ecosystems continue to experience
degradation and the average age of farmers continues
to increase, unused arable open space offers farmland
to a new generation of producers who will support
existing farmers in stewarding the health and
productivity of our public resources.
The survey results identify land located in our county
where there is room for growth and expansion within
the local food and farming sector. Public-private
partnerships can foster agricultural projects on public
land that offer affordable land to farmers and increase
recreational activities available to the curious citizen.
Of the 72 parcels identified in the survey, 57 parcels
comprising 433 acres are county-owned and 15 parcels
comprising 267 acres are city-owned. The average
parcel size is 10 acres, with some as small as one acre
and a few as large as 99.

Two-thirds of the parcels are either farmland of
statewide importance, prime farmland if irrigated, or
prime farmland if irrigated and drained. These parcels
are in a variety of locations throughout the County and
would support a diverse range of crop production.
The Public Land Survey includes the methods used
for collecting and analyzing data, maps that display
the geographic distribution of city and county-owned
land, ideas for different uses on public land, and
recommended steps for the future.
The Public Land Survey arms farmers, public officials
and the San Luis Obispo community at large with
information to bolster the local food and farming
sector. Through these efforts, Central Coast Grown
anticipates increased local food production, expanded
educational opportunities for the public, and a stronger
connection between what we eat and the farmers who
produce it.
Central Coast Grown (CCG) is cultivating one piece
of publicly owned farmland located at 1221 Calle
Joaquin in San Luis Obispo called City Farm–San Luis
Obispo. Using City Farm as a model, CCG envisions
developing additional public land into thriving and
food producing environments, or with the results of
the Public Land Survey, empowering farmers and
public and private organizations to do the same.
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Chapter 1: Background and Motivation
San Luis Obispo County is a special place. While
walking around town, people look you in the eyes
and smile. Family-owned businesses are frequented
by locals. You can meet farmers at weekly farmers’
markets and at U-pick stands where food is sold
directly from farmer to consumer. Looking around
you see vibrant, healthy, happy communities, and
people come from all over to vacation here and soak
up the sun and good vibes.
While some joke that there is magic in the air or
something in the water, there may be truth to the idea
that the climate and natural resources of this area allow
for a thriving community and bountiful economy. This
area has a climate that allows for the production of a
diversity of agricultural products year-round, which
means residents always have the option of buying
fresh, local produce. Also, diverse crop production
results in a diversified agricultural economy, which
buffers the economy from extreme stress. For example,
those living on the central coast during the Great
Depression were sustained by local agriculture, which
shows how a resilient local food system can protect an
area from economic forces outside of its control.
Every time a child visits a U-pick stand and learns how
food is grown, or a restaurant owner shakes hands
with the local rancher that supplies beef, or a family
stocks up on produce at the weekly farmers’ market,
connections are made that increase the strength of our
community fabric. Like strands in a spider web, each
handshake, smile, and purchasing decision is a bond
that increases the resiliency of our community and
economy.
Of course, local agriculture and the rural community
that arises from it has its foundation in a larger
ecological web. The relationships between the sun, soil
microorganisms, weather events, water cycle, native
vegetation, and wildlife—from mites, ants, and bees
to field mice, barn swallows, red-tailed hawks, and
bobcats—provide the ecological services that are the
core of an agricultural economy.
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Furthermore, there are strands in our web of
relationships that tie us to the larger world, including
global weather and climate patterns, nationwide
economic fluxes, and cultural influences from
globalization, urbanization, and new technology.
Though these forces may not have local origins, they
have the potential to create waves and damage the
web that sustains our local ecology, economy, and
community.
It is the challenge and responsibility of public agencies
to see the complex web of relationships that sustain
our local communities and make decisions that
reinforce their strength and stability. Since it is the
mission of Central Coast Grown to foster a resilient
local food system, we have developed a Public Land
Survey for San Luis Obispo County as a tool that can
be used to identify public lands that can be developed
for agriculture. The benefits of using public lands for
agriculture and the models farmers, organizations and
pulic entities may use for such development will be
discussed in subsequent sections.
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1.1 PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE OF AGRICULTURE
The history of agriculture in San Luis Obispo County has been characterized by change. Hide and tallow ranching dominated in the times of the ranchos
through the 1850s, when most of their cattle died in
a severe drought. During World War I, farmers began
planting navy beans, which were subsidized by the
government. After the war, crop land shifted to dairy,
seed, and truck farming, and then to dry land grain
and vegetable farming. The wine industry grew in the
late 1970s, and grape growers began setting up bed
and breakfasts for tourists. Greenhouse production of
specialty crops and strawberry farms becamae common most recently (A Little More History, 2014).
Perhaps the most impactful change, however, is the
shift towards intensive agriculture in the last 35 years.
While modern intensive agriculture can allow for
greater yields and profits, it requires more technology,
capital investment, chemicals, and fossil fuels, which
can become a strain on natural resources (2011 Annual
Report, 2011). As the production scale for agriculture
has grown, so has the market; now farmers must compete with producers on a global scale. Under pressure
to keep their businesses afloat, farmers increasingly
produce crops for the global market rather than for the
local community. The resulting decline in agricultural
diversity weakens the ecological stability of the farm,
inviting pest problems and soil degradation, which are
typically remedied by use of chemicals.

Of the many factors that will influence our county’s
agricultural future, access to natural resources—including fresh water and arable soils—is the most basic. It is estimated that demands for water in the Paso
Robles groundwater basin will exceed the annual safe
yield by 10,000 acre-feet per year by 2025, and while
the demands on the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin
are not as intense, the sustained availability of safe
drinking and irrigation water depends on following a
careful management plan (Goldberg, 2014). The health
of soil and watersheds is also a precious resource that
requires conservation action. A small but increasing
number of farmers in the county are taking advantage
of the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service
Equality Incentives Program (EQUIP), which provides
financial and technical assistance to improve soil, water, plant, animal, air, and other resources on agricultural land (Goldberg, 2014). Furthermore, the county
has shown a commitment to preserving farmland by
consistently upholding the Williamson’s Act, which
allows landowners to voluntarily restrict their land
use to agriculture for a 10 to 20 year term in exchange
for reduced taxes.
While conservation programs and management plans
are helpful tools for preserving farmland resources,
the farmer is ultimately the steward of agricultural
lands. Therefore, the future of agriculture is tied to
the future of farmers. Nationwide, the average age of
farmers is increasing, and there are limited opportunities for younger farmers to enter the sector. Farming
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is increasingly perceived as an arduous and economically risky career, and fewer young people are willing to take on the family farm. The cost of land, fuel,
chemicals, and farming capital that make it possible to
compete in today’s global market are especially prohibitive for those who do not inherit farms from their
family (Goldberg, 2014). This makes it a shaky bridge
between this generation of farmers and the next.
At the same time, mid-sized farms with diverse crops
that provide for the food needs of the local community are becoming less common, while the number of
small farms and large monocrop farms are increasing.
This trend exists for San Luis Obispo County and the
United States as a whole, and is a concern for the resiliency of local food systems (Goldberg, 2014). Crop
diversity contributes to both economic and ecological
stability; a diverse agricultural market can better withstand market fluctuations just as a diverse ecological
landscape can better withstand disease outbreaks and
extreme weather events.

Though San Luis Obispo County agriculture has tremendous strengths, it will require planning and proactive action to ensure that future generations will
be able to farm the land in the ever-evolving future.
Preserving natural resources, retaining crop diversity,
supporting farmers that are young in their careers,
and fostering connections between farmers, local businesses, and other members of the community are essential for the future.

Agriculture has brought prosperity and maintained a
rural culture in San Luis Obispo County. According to
the 2011 Crop Report, agriculture contributes 1.87 billion dollars to the local economy and provides 20,645
jobs in the county. Strawberries, wine grapes, and cattle
production account for half of the county’s crop value,
while a diversity of other fruits, nuts, vegetables, field
crops, and nursery products make up the other half.
This agricultural diversity provides economic stability
and food security. The county also has a legacy of direct marketing from farmer to local consumer through
farmers’ markets, roadside stands, U-pick operations,
farm stores, and co-ops that distribute products to local restaurants and schools. The benefits of direct marketing are both economic and cultural; circulating agricultural dollars in the local economy strengthens it,
and connecting the community to the source of their
food has health and educational benefits.
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Chapter 2: Conducting the Public Land
Survey
2.1 METHODS
The Public Land Survey was conducted by
Central Coast Grown from 2012 to 2013 to
identify arable public lands that may be developed for agricultural uses. The survey
was accomplished by building a model in
Geographic Information Systems (GIS) that
scanned for land parcels that met a desired
criteria of land use type, soil type, irrigation
capability, slope, shade cover, shape, and
proximity to roads.
The land surveyed included both city and
county-owned lands. The parcels identified on city-owned lands are located in Paso
Robles, Atascadero, Morro Bay, and San
Luis Obispo, while the parcels identified on
county-owned lands are in Templeton, San
Luis Obispo, and Nipomo. Fifty-seven parcels comprising 433 total acres are on county-owned lands, and 15 parcels comprising
267 acres are on city-owned lands. The average parcel size is 10 acres, with the smallest
a one-acre parcel and the largest 99 acres.
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Map 2.1 CITY OWNED LAND A portion of the parcels identified in the survey were
located in four incorporated cities: 1) Paso Robles 2) Atascadero 3) Morro Bay 4) San
Luis Obispo
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Of all the parcels, two-thirds were either
farmland of statewide importance, prime
farmland if irrigated, or prime farmland if
irrigated and drained. Most of the land was
zoned as agricultural (43%) or recreational
(40%), while the minority was zoned as city,
public facility, or residential land.
TABLE 2.1
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Map 2.2 COUNTY OWNED LAND A portion of the parcels identified in the survey
were located in three unincorporated communities: 1) San Luis Obispo 2) Nipomo 3)
Templeton
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2.2 CITY-OWNED LAND
MAP 2.3 ATASCADERO
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were Class 3—soils with severe limitations that further reduce the varieties of crops and/or may require special conservation practices; and 48% were
Class 4—soils with very severe limitations that can
grow only restricted varieties of crops and/or require careful management.
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CITY-OWNED LAND
MAP 2.5 PASO ROBLES
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MAP 2.6 SAN LUIS OBISPO
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2.3 COUNTY-OWNED LAND
MAP 2.7 SAN LUIS OBISPO
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Chapter 3: Implementation
3.1 MODELS FOR PROJECT IMPLEMENTATION ON PUBLIC LAND
Central Coast Grown believes that developing public lands for agriculture can help ensure that agriculture has a viable future in the county. A public entity
can manage the land with an intention of preserving
farmland and building the agricultural community
for the future, which is not always feasible for the
independent farmer. Farms in Washington, Wisconsin, Vermont, California, and Canada offer examples
for how public farmlands may be managed to provide a wide variety of resources and benefits to a
community. This includes opportunity for young
farmers, community growth and education, land reTABLE 3.1: MODEL FARMS TABLE

habilitation, and increased access to fresh produce for
local schools, hospitals and food banks.
The Agriculture and Land-Based Training Association
(ALBA) is an organization that provides many of these
benefits to their community in Salinas, California
through hands-on farmer education and incubation
programs, which teach about organic crop production, conservation, habitat-restoration, marketing and
whole farm planning for young and aspiring farmers.
ALBA then provides business opportunities to their
student farmers through established business relationships and existing distribution pathways.
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3.2 DISCUSSION ON PATHWAYS
Like ALBA, City Farm–San Luis Obispo is evolving
into a resource for the public and new farmers in San
Luis Obispo. With the intention of providing a space
in the heart of San Luis Obispo for experiential and
educational farming endeavors, City Farm also offers
the opportunity for the community and schools to engage in workshops, hands on work days, and curriculum based educational programs. City Farm is located
on publicly owned, prime agricultural soil and will
ensure local food production on this quality piece of
public land.
Table 3.1 describes five model farms which also use
agricultural land to provide resources and benefits to
their community.

This section provides important information and guidance
to any person or organization that wishes to spearhead a
project on one of the parcels identified in the Public Land
Survey. The numbered list is a set of recommendations to
consider in working with public resources such as open
space or agricultural land. The discussion centers on the
differences between City and County government and the
need to gain an understanding of the social and political
will unique to each community.
1. Consider the difference in governance for land that is
under the jurisdiction of City government versus County
government.
Cities are incorporated areas of land within the County
that are operated by a local municipal government body.
The municipal government can create its own land use
laws, establish services (such as fire, water and police) and
taxes, and develop other policies that apply to development
within their jurisdiction. The single governing body is the
City Council, whose decisions are guided by a city’s policies, citizen input and City staff.
The remaining land within a county’s border that is not
governed by a municipality is considered unincorporated.
The Board of Supervisors for the county guides the provision of services, priorities, policies and laws that affect
these areas. However, individual unincorporated communities may develop their own informal localized bodies such
as community service districts (CSDs), which make available public services, such as water, sewer, fire protection,
or parks, to their immediate community. For this reason, it
may be necessary to gain the support of multiple governing
bodies with differing priorities, whereas incorporated areas,
governed by a City Council, may provide a more simplified
approach to developing public land for agricultural uses.
2. Assess the social environment in the jurisdiction where
the public land is located. Some communities value the
preservation of agricultural land in place of commercial
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development. It is important to understand if a particular
community has an interest in supporting this type of project
before moving forward.
3. Assess the availability of community resources. While
ideologically a community may stand behind agricultural
development, necessary resources like water are often
times limited in San Luis Obispo County. Residents may
support local agriculture, but it is not likely they will support allocation of resources to a public space before their
own home. Gaining an understanding of resources required
by a specific project is important before approaching a governing body.
Additionally it is necessary to recognize the challenges
associated with adjacent agricultural and residential development. While the County’s Right to Farm ordinance
protects agriculture, the type of activities that surround a
public land parcel should be considered in an agricultural
proposal.
4. Understand the political environment in a particular
community. Once the governing body in a community is
identified, their priorities should be considered. This effort
may be informed by a survey of a jurisdiction’s
governing documents such as general plans, design plans,
climate action plans, and other policies. The presence of
legislation that specifically addresses agriculture and open
space (usually found in an agriculture and open space
element of a general plan) may indicate political will surrounding these issues specifically. These sentiments can be
verified or compared to the response you receive from talking with members of the agricultural community, as well.
5. Find a point person, such as a planner or council member, who is invested in expanding agricultural cultivation
within the community where land has been identified.
Likely candidates are the authors and planners who stand
behind supportive policies and documents discussed in step
4, above. They may also be able to accurately convey exist-

ing political and social will within their community.
6. Important sectors of the community who will need to
be in support of the project are policy makers, advocates
and farmers. Depending on where the public land is
located, the policy-making bodies may include county
government, board of supervisors, community service
districts, city government, city councils, the regional Air
Pollution Control District, and the regional Water Quality Control Board. Community individuals, organizations
and advocates may include supportive organizations
from the non-profit sector, regional land conservancies,
and self-organizing public advocacy groups. Farmers
should also be consulted and in support of a proposed
project, as they will be the ones cultivating the land.
7. Lastly, funding must be considered. Suggested groups
to reach out to for support include CAL Fire, community
foundations and regional philanthropic organizations.
Building mutually beneficial relationships through local
public-private partnerships and coalition building is
worth pursuing.
In the process of envisioning and building City Farm–
San Luis Obispo, Central Coast Grown’s first urban
farm, the organization has gathered a wealth of knowledge and resources about operating an agricultural project on publicly owned land. Central Coast Grown hopes
that, with the Public Land Survey results, the City Farm
model growing at the Calle Joaquin Ag Reserve can be
replicated or adapted to fit another location elsewhere in
the county. With the necessary resources (from outside
sources) and support (from Central Coast Grown and
other local organizations) further public-private partnerships on publicly owned land will increase local food
production, expand educational resources, and provide
economic development opportunities.
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RESOURCES
APPENDIX A: CITY & COUNTY PARCEL INFORMATION
This table provides information about the 72 parcels identified in the Public Land Survey. The Parcel Number
refers to the number seen on the Public Land Survey Maps and the Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) is the
number the City or County has assigned to each parcel of land. The APN Number can be used to determine
exact location and land use of a specific parcel.
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APPENDIX C: TEMPLATE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS TO LEASE LAND

CITY FARM–SAN LUIS OBISPO – GROUND LEASE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
Please read and complete all portions of this application. Submit this application to the Central
Coast Grown by March 15th, 2013.
Central Coast Grown (CCG) would like to announce nineteen (19) acres of the City Farm–San
Luis Obispo available for ground lease beginning in August 2013. This irrigated Class One and
Class Two farmland is located within the city of San Luis Obispo, California (See Appendix A).
This farm is intended for row crops with the possibility for perennial plantings and animal
husbandry. The property has been cover cropped without chemical additives for the last four years.
The amount of acreage and length of the lease are negotiable. We are seeking qualified individuals
motivated to enrich their local community through farming to lease all or a portion of these nineteen
(19) acres of land for their farming enterprise.
Smaller ½ – 2 acre plots are available for business incubation and educational experimentation
through the City Farm–San Luis Obispo Experimental Plots proposal process which can be viewed
on our website (www.centralcoastgrown.org).
This property is part of the Calle Joaquin Agricultural Reserve Open Space owned by the City of
San Luis Obispo. The Reserve is intended for both agricultural production and education therefore
the public will occasionally be on portions of the Reserve adjacent to this farmland. CCG has
secured the master lease agreement for this site for the next twenty (20) years and manages all
relations with the city. Consequently, the lease agreement for this farmland will exist solely
between the farmer and CCG.
Benefits to leasing farmland within the City Farm–San Luis Obispo include:
●
●
●
●
●
●

Prime farmland cover-cropped for last four years
Agricultural well and pump with 300 GPM, 80 PSI capacity
Easy access from 101
Flexible lease length
Public recognition through CCG's outreach and programming efforts
Involvement in a visible community project

SUBMITTING PROPOSALS
Proposals must be submitted by email or mail. Verbal proposals will not be considered. Submitted
proposals become the property of CCG and will not be returned. Additional information regarding
the submission, review, and selection of winning proposals can be found below in “Terms of
Proposal Process”. Proposals and questions can be submitted to CCG at the following address:
P.O. Box 3736, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93403
Attn: Jenna Smith
Email: info@centralcoastgrown.org

PROPOSAL  EVALUATION  FACTORS  
Listed  in  order  of  priority:  
● Products  produced.  Fruit  and  vegetable  production  will  be  given  priority  over  other  

products.  Animal  husbandry  will  be  accepted  as  part  of  a  holistic  farming  approach,  but  
proposals  solely  for  animal  production  will  not  be  considered.     
● Farming  practices.  While  we  will  not  require  organic  certification,  the  site  must  be  managed  
in  such  a  way  so  as  to  not  preclude  future  tenants  from  seeking  certification.     
● Financial  solvency.  Demonstrated  ability  to  pay  rent  in  a  timely  manner.    
● Public  engagement.  Comfort  with  or  interest  in  the  public's  engagement  with  educational  
programming  organized  by  CCG.     
  
  
  

APPENDIX D: FLYER FOR TEMPLATE REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Prime Land for Lease In SLO

Central Coast Grown has 19 acres available to lease for production agriculture
in the beautiful city of San Luis Obispo
Benefits of this site include:
o
Prime farmland cover-cropped for the last four years
o
Irrigated Class One and Class Two farmland
o
An on-site agricultural well and pump
o
Easy access from the 101 freeway
o
Flexible lease length
o
Public recognition through Central Coast Grown outreach and programming efforts
o
Land available for use as of Fall 2013
If you are interested in leasing this land for production agriculture please complete the proposal process by
March 15, 2013. For a link to the proposal, please visit our website at centralcoastgrown.org or call
(805) 769-8344 for a hard copy.
Additionally: ½ – 2 acre Educational Experimental Plots will be available through a separate proposal process
for those interested in April, 2013. Check our website for more information on this process.
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APPENDIX E: TEMPLATE GROUND LEASE APPLICATION

CITY FARM–SAN LUIS OBISPO- GROUND LEASE APPLICATION (page 1 of 2)
Please complete and submit this portion of the application, along with the supplemental
paperwork to CCG by March 15, 2013.
If any section is unanswered please note reason for exception.
Please provide full identification of the person(s) responsible for the proposal submitted:
Contact Information
Name(s) ________________________________________________________________
Address(es)______________________________________________________________
Telephone number(s)_____________________ Fax number(s)______________________
E-mail address(es)_________________________________________________________
Provide a list of licenses or certifications pertaining to this proposal.
_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Personal References
1. Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
Phone number __________________________________________________________
2. Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
Phone number __________________________________________________________
Professional References
1. Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
Phone number __________________________________________________________
2. Name _______________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
Phone number __________________________________________________________

CITY  FARM–SAN  LUIS  OBISPO-  GROUND  LEASE  APPLICATION  (page  2  of  2)  
Leasing  Options:  3-19  acres  
I'm  interested  in  leasing:  
___  Option  A:  All  19  acres  
___  Option  B:  Flexible  acreage.  I'm  interested  in  leasing  ______#  of  acres  (minimum  3  acres  –  
maximum  19  acres).  
Lease  Term:  1-5  years  with  option  to  renew     
I  am  interested  in  an  initial  lease  length  of  ____  years  (minimum  lease  length  is  one  (1)  year).     
Lease  Price:     
I  am  interested  in  offering  $______/acre  per  year.     
  

Please  answer  the  following.  Each  answer  is  not  to  exceed  two  (2)  paragraphs.     
1. Please  describe  your  ability  to  carry  out  the  proposed  farming  endeavor  in  regard  to  
maintaining  both  agricultural  production  and  financial  solvency.     
2. Please  describe  your  agricultural  practices  including  chemical  use,  irrigation  practices,  
tilling,    crop  rotation,  integrated  pest  management,  etc.     
3. If  any,  please  describe  any  improvements,  semi-permanent  structures,  or  perennial  plantings  
you  envision  for  the  property.     
4. It  is  not  necessary  to  incorporate  any  educational  components  into  your  private  farming  

enterprise,  but  if  this  is  of  interest  to  you  please  detail  your  interest  in  or  willingness  to  
support  CCG's  educational  goals  of  the  City  Farm–San  Luis  Obispo.     
5. Please  describe  the  avenues  through  which  you  anticipate  distributing  and  selling  your  
products.     
6. Please  share  any  other  information  that  you  think  is  important  for  us  to  consider.  Optional  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

    

TERMS  OF  PROPOSAL  PROCESS  
SUBMITTING  PROPOSALS  
Submission  Deadline  
The  deadline  for  submission  of  proposals  is  March  15,  2013.  
Late  proposals,  modifications,  and  withdraws  
Proposals  may  be  withdrawn  by  written  notice,  signed  by  the  bidder  or  an  authorized  representative.  
In  the  event  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  clarify  or  revise  this  RFP,  changes  will  be  done  by  
addendum.  Addenda  will  be  posted  on  the  front  page  of  CCG's  website  
(www.centralcoastgrown.org),  and  distributed  by  mail  or  email  upon  request.  If  you  wish  to  be  
added  to  the  notification  list  please  submit  your  contact  information  by  email  or  mail.  Any  
addendum  to  this  RFP  shall  become  part  of  this  RFP.   
PROPOSAL  DETAILS  
Acreage  Options  
The  minimum  amount  available  through  this  proposal  process  is  three  (3)  acres  and  the  maximum  
amount  is  nineteen  (19)  acres.     
Lease  Price  
Bid  offers  must  reflect  local  market  values.     
Lease  Length  
The  minimum  lease  term  is  one  (1)  year.  The  maximum  lease  length  is  five  (5)  years.  All  lease  
agreements  may  have  the  option  to  renew.  CCG  has  secured  the  property  for  twenty  (20)  years.     
Basis  for  Selection     
Factors  may  include,  but  are  not  necessarily  limited  to:  the  crops  to  be  grown,  the  amount  and  type  
of  chemical  use,  cultivation  methods,  length  of  lease  term,  bid  value  and  compatibility  with  CCG's  
plans    for  education.  CCG's  decision  to  lease  any  portion  of  the  property  shall  not  be  subject  to  
legal  challenge  or  appeal  in  any  form.  
Cost  Liability  
CCG  assumes  no  responsibility  and  bears  no  liability  for  costs  incurred  by  bidders  in  the  
preparation  and  submission  of  bid  proposals  in  response  to  this  RFP.  Furthermore,  CCG  does  not  
warrant  or  guarantee  any  current  or  future  revenues  that  may  be  generated  from  leasing  the  
premises.     
Joint  Venture  
If  a  joint  venture  is  submitting  a  bid,  the  agreement  between  the  parties  relating  to  said  joint  venture  
should  be  submitted  with  the  joint  venture’s  proposal.  Authorized  signatories  from  each  party  
comprising  the  joint  venture  must  sign  the  bid  proposal.  
Proposal  acceptance  
CCG  reserves  the  right  to  reject  any  or  all  proposals.  Final  acceptance  of  any  proposal  will  be  
conditional  upon  satisfactory  negotiation  and  execution  of  a  lease.  
Acceptance  of  a  proposal  will  not  create  any  rights  on  the  proposer’s  part  including,  and  without limitation,
rights of enforcement, equity, or reimbursement.

APPENDIX F: TEMPLATE GROUND LEASE BETWEEN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE AGENCIES

AGRICULTURAL GROUND LEASE BETWEEN
THE CITY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO AND
CENTRAL COAST AG NETWORK
This Agricultural Ground Lease (“Lease”) is entered into this __ day of __________, 2012, by
and between the City of San Luis Obispo (the "City") and Central Coast Ag Network, a California
public benefit nonprofit corporation ("CCAN").
RECITALS
A.
The City owns certain agricultural land within City limits, commonly identified as the
Calle Joaquin Agricultural Reserve, 0 Calle Joaquin, San Luis Obispo.
B.
The City desires to: place portions of the land in active agricultural use in furtherance of
the Land Use Element of its General Plan; retain the land as open agricultural space and maintain the
agricultural nature of the land; provide educational opportunities; support the health and wellness
benefits of local agriculture; and have the land act as a gateway to the City in recognition of the City's
agricultural heritage.
C.
The City developed an Agricultural Master Plan for the land dated January 2011
(“Premises Master Plan”).The Premises Master Plan expected that certain portions of the land would be
leased to a nonprofit entity primarily for organic production agriculture for local consumption, who
would also oversee and manage onsite agricultural production and agricultural education programs and
activities.
D.
CCAN is a nonprofit corporation whose purpose is to champion a sustainable local and
regional food system to ensure a nourishing, diverse and abundant supply of food that is resilient, safe
and secure, and management of onsite agricultural production and agricultural education and activities.
E.
Management of the land by CCAN in accordance with CCAN's purpose aligns with
the City's expectations and desires to highlight the City's agricultural heritage.
AGREEMENT
1.
PREMISES. City hereby leases to CCAN, and CCAN leases from City, for the term
and rent, upon the terms and conditions below, and subject to the reserved rights and easements of
record or set forth below, approximately ___ acres of agricultural land, consisting of portions of Parcel
Map SLO _______, and portions of ____ as shown shaded on the plot plan marked Exhibit “A”
attached and incorporated by this reference (the “Premises”). The Premises do not include the areas
reserved for future bike lanes and wetlands. City reserves the right to remove acreage from the lease
upon 90 calendar days written notice; provided, any growing crops may be harvested prior to
termination. CCAN shall access the Premises only from Calle Joaquin Road.
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APPENDIX G: TEMPLATE SUBLEASE BETWEEN PRIVATE AGENCY AND FARMING TENANT

AGRICULTURAL GROUND SUBLEASE BETWEEN CENTRAL COAST AG NETWORK
AND _____lessee name_____
This Sublease Agreement is entered into on this ___ day of _____________, 2013, by and between
Central Coast Ag Network, Inc. dba Central Coast Grown as Lessor (“CCAN”), and “tenant name”, as
lessee (“Lessee”), for the Lease of certain land as described in Attachment “A” (the "Premises") located in
and owned by the City of San Luis Obispo, California (“the City”), for the purpose of establishing and
developing an agricultural enterprise.
Prologue and Statement of Purpose
Whereas both parties share a mutual interest in the longterm health and productivity of the Premises;
and
Whereas CCAN agrees to provide the Premises to the Lessee to produce fresh food; and
Whereas CCAN and Lessee agree the Premises are to be maintained according to high standards of
stewardship; and
Whereas CCAN and Lessee agree that the Premises, which CCAN manages for the City of San Luis
Obispo, must be utilized in accordance with the Master Plan for the Calle Joaquin Agricultural Reserve,
and pursuant to the contract between CCAN and the City (“the City Contract”),
Therefore, the parties hereby agree as follows:
1. Description of Leased Premises
The Premises consist of approximately __ acres of agriculturally zoned land, consisting of portions of Assessor
Parcel Numbers _______, _______, ________ and ________ as shown in Exhibit A. The description in
Attachment A delineates the borders of the Premises, including access roads, and will show the land reserved
for bike path, creek buffer, and CCAN’s ____ acre parcel intended for educational and other purposes.
2. Lease Term
a) The term of this Lease shall be for a period commencing August 1, 2013 and ending July 31, 2018.
3. Lease Fee
a) An earnest payment of first month’s lease fee is due upon signing of the lease.
b) Lessee shall pay to CCAN on or before the first day of each month of the Lease term a monthly Lease
fee equal to 1/12th of the annual lease fee described in Attachment B. For example, the monthly lease
fee for the first year will be $_____ per month (__ acres x $_____/acre divided by
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